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Upon the deaths of the eight men as above mentioned,
Captain Smallwood was greatly agitated and depressed, and
notwithstanding the report of the medical gentlemen, he
persisted in a belief that they were all poisoned, and he was
sure that he also should fall a sacrifice to the malignant
and revengeful dispositions of the natives, who would poison
him. The supercargoes, the surgeon of the factory (Mr.
Gordon), an able and learned man, all exerted their en-
deavours to convince the miserable man of his folly, but
without success, he pined and died, convinced he was
poisoned.

Scarce had the surprize and distress occasioned by the
foregoing circumstance subsided, when another not so
serious in its consequences occurred. An order was sent
to the head Cohong merchant to stop all further cargo
being supplied for the ships, Captain Elphinstone, who com-
manded one of them, having been guilty of a gross violation
of the law by introducing a female into Canton. This female
was a smart little Madras girl, to whom the Captain at-
tached himself whilst at Fort St. George, and easily pre-
vailed on her to accompany him to England. Aware that
he could not introduce her at the factory of Canton, he
put upon her the garb of a boy, and as such she attended
her master. Either the Chinese saw through the artifice
or some one of the Captain's domestics betrayed him.
Upon the discovery the poor little girl was violently
seized and sent off a prisoner to Macao. Captain Elphin-
stone well knew the sole object in view was to fleece him
of a sum of money, yet he had no means of avoiding it,
the Chinese being despotic and always taking care to
enforce penalties according to their own pleasure. As
soon therefore as any offence is known, the Government
at once suspend, not only commerce but the supply of
provisions until the culprit, real or imaginary, consents
to pay the mulct required. Indeed, they make security
doubly secure, every ship having a person on, board while
in China who is called, " Compredor," who is responsible
for the good conduct of every man on board, which risk